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EARL of -STALTR. 


Q HE Character of a Patriot in 
the preſent Age, tho' aſſumed 
by many, 1s merited by fo 
L] few, that an Author runs the 
Riſque of having his Veracity calld in 
Queſtion, who attempts to deſcribe any of _ 
his Contemporaries as poſſeſs'd of that pub- 
lick Spirit, which once diftinguiſh'd our 
Anceſtors, and enabled them to ecftabliſh 
our happy Conſtitution, and purchaſe the 
Liberties of theſe Kingdoms with their 
beſt Blood. If I intended to blazon the 
 CharaQter of any of our living Stateſmen 
with the amiable Colourings of the Pa- 
triot Diſpoſition, I might be juſtly fuſ- 
pected of Flattery, and the low Arts of 
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(2) 
a venal Pen ; but when I ſearch for the 
CharaQer among the Dead, and fix the 
Epithet to the Name of 7047: Earl of Starr, 
I believe the Publick will acquit me of 
Partiality, and the Reader will anticipate 
all I can fay in Praiſe of a Charatter fo 
truly amiable, and fo pregnant with every 
Ingredient that enter the Compoſition of 
the truly diſintereſted Patriot. 

To deſcribe that great Man really as 
he was, 1s a Task I own myſelf greatly 
inferior to; to paint the great Qualificati- 
ons he was poſleſs'd of as a Stateſman 
and a Soldier, requires a Genius above the 
common Reach of Writers; I only mean 
to throw together ſuch Particulars of his 
Hiſtory, as may ſerve to gratify the Cu- 
rioſity of the Publick, and, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, make them acquainted with ſo un- 
common a Character; in doing of which, 
as I have no Intereſt to ſerve, no Party to 
flatter, no particular Meaſures to juſtify ; 
as I have no Ambition to gratify, nor Ma- 
lice to fear, I ſhall narrate FaQts as they ap- 
pear to me, and allow myſelf to be guided 
in the following Pages by no other Mo- 
tives than a ſacred Regard to Truth, and 
Juſtice to the Memory of the laſt of our 


(3 -Þ 

Tobn Dalrymple; Earl of Stair, lived 
fome Years the only VIPER Patriot of 
his Country ; he lived to ſee the once war- 
like, flouriſhing and independent Kingdom 
of Scotland znojhilated as a State, and 
lived to be the only Man in that Nation 
who felt her Calamities, and had Courage 
or Honeſty enough to ſpeak his Grievance, 
though he had not Strength to redreſs 
them; and, as if Nature delign'd him to 
be every Way ſingular, and owe his Merit 
to nothing but himſelf, though not the 
firſt great Man, yet he was the firit honeſt 
Man of his Name and Family. 

The Name Dalrymple, which diſtin- 
guiſhes this Nobleman, was ſcarce known 
in Scotland till Charles the Second's Time ; 
before that Period it was never borne by 
any Gentleman, and was looked upon even 
by the lowelt Kind of People as a Sirname 
of Reproach ; as a Proof of this, a Say- 
ing of King James the Sixth 1s objected to 
{uch as would give it a more favourable Re- 
pute. A Gentleman of that Kingdom was 
once complaining to that Monarch, that he 
was obliged to change his Name for the 
Sake of an Eſtate, King James replied, 
« God's Fiſh, Man, you are a Fool, if I 
© Were in your Situation, for ſuch an Eſtate 
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© TI would call myſelf any thing; nay, 
« ] would be content to be call'd Dal- 
« rymple.” From hence thoſe who want 
to mortity the Pride of this quick-grow- 
ing Family would infer, that Dalrymple 
was the meaneſt and moſt odious Sirname 


in all Sc:tland. 
However, notwithſtanding the Meznnch 


of the Naime, the Family has found an 
Hiltorian who has attempted to reſcue it 
from Contempt, and to give the Family 
of Stair it not a nobie, at leaſt a decent 
Extraction, the Author T mean 1s Craw- 
ford on the Peerage of Scotland, from whom 
the Compilors of the Scotch Compendium 
have copied the Pedigree of this Noble- 
man; but the venal Talents of that Au- 
thor, and his bare-faced Forgeries with res- 
card to Pedigrees, are fo well known, that 
few, the leaſt acquainted with the Hiſtory 


Teſtimony ; and 1n this his Partiality 1s fo 
conſpicuous, I am convinced there 1s not 
a Man living of the Name, but (if he can) 
bluſhcs at his Relation. 
This Author has traced Gentiemen, Pre- 
deccfiors to the Earl of Starr, as far back 
as the Reign of Alexander the Third ; bur, 
uh 


TTY 


in | Spite of his Inclination to create Kin- 
_ dred to this noble Family, he 1s obliged to 
leave a Chaſm of three or four hundred 
Years in the Succeſſion; and then mentions. 
the Great Grandfather of the late Earl, 
 Whomhe charges with marrying an Heireſs 
of the Barony of Stazr. However, by this 
Means, they got Poſleſſhon of what my 
Author calls a Barony, a Thing which 


*---Punds high in England ; but, in Effect, it 


was not a Barony, but a ſmall Graſs Farm, 
not worth in thoſe Days 20 /. a Year ; but, 
according to the Cuſtom of Scotland, it be- 
came an Addition to the Name of Dal- 
rymple, and conſtituted the now Proprietor 
a Laird, That it was not very conſidera- 
ble appears from this, that the Laird of 
vfair, and he who was truly the Founder 
of the Name, was only Profeſſor of Philo- 
ſophy in one of the Univerſities, a Place 
not worth 100 /. per Annum, a Salary too 
mean to have tempted the Proprietor of a 
Barony to accept of it. 

This Philoſophy Profeſſor was by King 
Charles the Second appointed one of the Se- 


nators of the College of Juſtice, Preſident 
of rhe Scotch Privy Council, and was re- 
turned Member of Parliament for the Shire 


of 


(0) 
of Wigtoun ; and, laſt of all, was, by the 
ſame merry Monarch, created a Baronet. 
This Man, whoſe Name was James, con- 
tinucd in Favour all the Reign of Charles 
the Second, and during the ſhort Reign of 
his Brother Zames, to whoſe Meaſures he 
proved the moſt obſequious Man in Scot- 


| land, he had no other Motive to Action 


but Ambition, and never could charge him- 
felf with doing any Thing that did not 
tend to azgrandize his new-rats'd Family, 
and cnlarge his Eſtate. He ſerved his 
King as long as he thought Loyalty would 
be any real Gain to him, and went further 


to promoting the Pop Mcafures than any 


other Man in the Kingdom : He was aQtive 
in the Affair of the Teſt, and a zealous 
Perſecutor of the great Earl of Argyle; 
yet when King James's Aﬀairs grew de- 
ſperate, and thoſe very Meaſures this Man 
and his Son had dictated to him, had. 
ruined him with his People, Sir Fames 
Dalrymple changed his Maxims of Go- 
vernment, and fteered by another Com- 
paſs. He forgot the Obligations he owed 
to Kins James and his Brother, who had 
raiſed lim from a Rank almoſt beneath 
Odbſcurity to the firſt Poſts of the Nation, 

and 


(7) 
and plotted the Ruin of his Maſter and 
Family, under the falſe Mask of Zeal for 
his Country's Liberty ; but the Deceit was 
too groſs to paſs upon honeſt Men, ſince 
all Mankind were ſenſible that thoſe very 
Steps in King Fames's Condutt, about 
- which his Enemies made the greateſt Cla- 
mour, were adviſed by this Man and his 
Son, who afterwards had the conſummate 
Impudence to boaſt that he had given ſuch 
Advice in order to render the too eafily de- 
lnded King odious to his People. The 
Places he was in, and the Influence theſe 
gave him 1n the Nation, afiorded him an 
Opportunity to be very inſtrumental in the. 
Revolution ; for which King lam re- 
. warded him with the Office of Secretary 
of State, and the Title of Viſcount Starr. 
That the Revolution was a happy Event 
for Scotland, all of that Country, who 
have but the Senſe of fee/:ng, muſt confeſs; 
but the Advantage accruing trom that Mea- 
{ure can never acquite the Founder of the 
Family of Stazr from the groſſeſt Trea- 
chery in the Means he purſued to bring it _ 
about. 
He married Margaret, Daughter to Roſs 
of Balxeel, with whom he got a good 


Eſtate ; > 


C03 

Eſtate; and the weaker ſort of People 
ſay, that to this Woman 1s owing the 
preſent Grandeur of the Dalrymple's Fa- 
mily, they repute her nothing leſs than a 
Witch, and that ſhe had made a Contra& 
With the Devil, to raiſe her Husband and his 
Tfue to the Heighth they are now arrived 
at, ſhe lived to a great Age; and at her 

Death deſired that ſhe might not be put 
jt under Ground, but that her Coffin ſhould 
ſtand upright on one End of it, promiſing 
that while ſhe remain'd in that Situation 


| the Dalrymple ſhould continue to flouriſh. 
} what was the Old Lady's Motive for the 
| Requeſt, or whether ſhe really made ſuch 
f a Promiſe, I ſhall not take upon me to de- 
{ termine, but its certain, her Coffin ſtands 
i upright in the Ifle of the Church of K:r+- 


town, the Burial-place belonging to the 
| | Family ; and its probable the odd Poſition 
of her Corpſe, and the ſudden Riſe of ſo 
i many of that Name, without any very viſt- 
| ble Reaſon, may give Occaſion to that vul- 
/ gar Conjecture, that the Lady was a Witch. 
k By her the firſt Viſcount had five Sons 
| and four Daughters. The young La- 
' dies match'd to ſome of the beſt Scorch 
if Families, and the Sons lived to be all of 
Wl them 


(9) 

' them very conſiderable in their @cuntry, 
but none ſo much ſo as Fehr the Eldeſt, 
who ſucceeded his Father to his ſoon-got 
and ill-got Eſtate, Honour and Vices. In 
1690, he was made Lord Advocate ; in a 
ſhort Time after Lord Juſtice Clerk, and. 
the next Year Secretary of State. He was 
by her Majeſty Queen Arne created Earl 
of Stair in Anno 1703; was a zealous 
Stickler for the Union, and eminently 1n- 
{rumental, not only in making it, but in 
_ making it ſuch as it was before it was 
reCtifed by the ſuperlative Wiſdom of 
the lately deceaſed Parliament ; however, 
he did not live to finiſh his Work, he 
was not permitted to ſce the great Day 
of his Lord, nor to reap the Fruits of 


his Labour in this World, for that very 


Day in which he voted away the Privi- 
lege of Iis Fellow-Peers, and had given 
| his Conſent to the Eighth Article of the 
Treaty of Union, he went Home much 
fatigued with the Buſineſs of the Houſe, 
and was found next Morning hanged in . 
his Bed-Chamber. The ugly Accideat was | 
concealed as much as poſlible, and his 
Friends gave out, that he died of a Fit of 
an Apoplexy. 
RE C . The. 


(10): 
The Charafter of this Noble Lord is 
much controverted ; the Whigs, to whom 
his Vices and Virtues were ſerviceable, 
make a Saint of him; and the Jacgbites, 
who ſuffered by his Talents, make him 
worſe than a Devil. I do not pretend to 
determine between ſuch Extreams ; I ſhall 
only give the Reader his CharaGQter 
by a profeſs'd Jacobite, and the Remarks 
of a Whig upon it, from whence we may 
judge what to make of this firſt Earl of 
Stair. The Jacobite I mean is Lockart; 
Author of the Scorch Memoirs, who 
deſcribes him thus. 


The Charadter of John the Firſt Part of 
Stair. 


« 7obn Earl of Stair, was the Origin 

« and principal Inſtrument of all the 
_« Misfortunes that befell either the King 
« * or Kingdom of Scotland. It was he 

« that adviſed King James to emit a Pro- 

« clamation, remitting the Penal Laws, 

« by Virtue of his own abſolute Power 

« and Authority, and made ſeveral other 

<« Steps,with a Deſign (as he ſince bragg'd, 

to 


Lan 


A 


» He means here King Fame; the Second, 


(11) 
« to procure the Nation's Hatred, and 
* prove his Ruin ; and it was he that un- 
« derhand carried on the Revolution in 
« Scotland, and thus he ated the ſame 
© Part as the Earl of Sunderland did in 
«& Fngland. It was he that, to ſecure his 
&« Intereſt in King William's Time, con- 
<« triv'd, and was the Author of the bar- 


© barous Murder of * Glenco, and had a 
C2 « main 


* The Maſflacre of Glenco is pretty well known to 
moſt People, the leaft verſant in the TranſaQions of 
that t-mous Reign: The Afﬀeair was briefly this; a 
Number of the Highland Clans appeared in Arms, 
under the Command of the Lord Dundee, and obtain'd 
a Signal Victory over King I/illiam's Troops at the 
Batcle of Killycranky, but by the Death of that Lord in 
the Action, they reap'd nothing by the Victory, but 
the Honour of beating a ſuperior Number of Regular 
Forces: They diſpers'd after the Battle and the 
Friends of the Revoiution thought themſelves obliged 
to ſuppreſs ſo dangerous a Spirit, as then appeared in 
the Tighlands. A Proclamation was therefore iſſued, 
commanding all the Chiets of Clans to appear on ſuch 
a Day to take the Oaths, and give Security for their 
good Behaviour ; this happen'd in the dead of Winter ; 
Mr. Mac Donald of Glencs, left his own Houſe in order 
to take the Oaths at £4:nburgh, but by the Badnels of 
the Weather was ſo long retarded, that he judged he 
might be ſtraightened in Point of Time, therefore 
protfer'd to take the Oaths at Inverary before'the She- 
_ riff of Argyle; but that Magiſtrate, for Reaſons »-& 
known to himſelf, refuſed to admit him. Mr. Mac 
Donald then made the beſt of his Way to Edinburgh, but 
arrived one Day later than the Time preſcribed by [aw : 
The Judge Advocate permitted him to take the Oath, 
h buC 
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( 12 
* main Hand inthe Plot juſt now mention'd 
« to cut off the Chief of the Cavaliers 
« and Country Parties, * and in this to 

- _ © whom 


| but told him he could not anſwer for the Conſequence 


of his not having come within the Time, Mr. Mac 
Donald returned Home to his own Houſe, ſatisfied in 
himſelf, that if he had not fulfille] the Law literally 
as to Time, yet he had perform'd the equitable Intent 
of it, and therefore reſted ſecure that he had incurr'd 


' No Penalty ; but Stair, then Secretary, out of a Per- 


ſonal Pique to the unhappy Gentleman, reſolved his 
Ruin ; he therefore obtained a Warrant under King 


Hiilliam's own Hand, direted to the Governor of 


Fert-Wilkam, ordering the ſaid Mr. Mac Donald, and 
the Inhabitants of his Eſtate of Glenco to be put to the 
Sword. 'The Execution of this bloody Order was 
committed to one Hamilton, who went with a Party 
from Fori-William, and took Quarters in a friendly 
Manner at Mr. Mac Donald's Houſe, and thoſe of 
his Tenants: The unfortunate Gentleman not ſuſ- 


 peQting the horrid Deſign, entertain'd his Afaſſins 


that Evening with the moſt Hoſpitable and Friendly 
Welcome. At Night the Commanding Officer was by 
His Hoſt conducted to his Chamber, but in the Dead of 
Night, upon a Signal given, the Party roſe and maſ- 
ſacred in their Beds Mr. Mac Donald, and all the 


' People in the Eſtate, not even Women and Infants 


oy 


eſcaping their barbarous Rage. | 
* The Plot here mention'd, is that form'd by the: 


Duke of 9ueensberry and Stair, and conducted by the 
late Lord Lovat: Lovat then only Mr. Fraſer of 
Beaufort was employ'd by theſe Peers to go over to 


France, and to endeavour to draw the Heads of the 


oppoſite FaCtion into a Plot againft the Government, 
and then to betray them, or if he could not aCtually 
engage them, he was to accuſe them right or wrong : | 
The Deſign took Air before it was ripe, made a great 
Noiſe, but tended only to the Confuſion of the Con- 


trivers, 


C13 
&« whom can he be ſo well compared as 
*« to Catalime®? it was he that firſt ſuffered, 
_« T ſhould rather rather fay, taught and 
* encouraged England arbitrarily and 
* avowedly to rule over Scorch Aﬀairs, 
« invade her Freedom, and ruin her 
« Trade (meaning here the Colony of 
«. Darcen.) *T'was he that was at the 
« Bottom of the Union, and to him in a 
« oreat Meaſure it owes its Succeſs, and 
« ſo he may be ſtyled the 7udas of his 
« Country. As he was thus the Bane of 
« Scotland in general, {o he and his Fa- 
<« mily were the general Oppreſſors of 
< all the particular Perſons thar did not 
« depend upoi: him, and go along with 
« his Deſigns, and that ſo openly and 
« barefacedly, that a Cavalier or Anti- 
«© Courtier was not to expect common 
« Juſtice where his Brother was Preſident, 
« whereby he and his Family were at the 
« {ame Time the moſt dreaded and moſt 
&« qdeteſted of any of the Kingdom, ruling 
« over whom and afrer what Manner 
« they plead. This Family had rofe 
« but lately from nothing; and it was fo 
© much the ſtronger, that they pretend- 


« ed to, and others ſuffered them to 
* uſurp 
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uſurp ſuch a Dominion, as 'extended 
not only over the * Cavaliers alone, but 
even ſuch of the Revolution Party as 
were of any other - Intereſt beſides 
theirs, felt the heavy Effeats of it. 
From this ſhort Abftra&t of the Earl's 
Life, its eaſy to gather that he was 
Falſe and Cruel, Covetous and Imperi- 
ous, altogether deſtitute of the facred 
Ties of Honour, Loyalty, Juſtice, and 
Gratitude, and laſtly, a Man of very 
great Parts, elie he could never have 
perpetrated ſo much Wickedneſs : He 
lad, indeed, a piercing Judgment, a 
lively Imagination, a quick Apprehen- 
ſion, a faithful Memory, a ſolid Reflec- 
11-0, and a particular Talent of Diſſh- 
mulation and Cunning 1n their greateſt 
extent; fo that he was . ſcldom or 
never to be taken unawares. He 
was extreamly ftacetious and diverting 
Company in common _ Converſation, 
and ſetting aſide his Politicks (to which 
all did yield) good natured. To theſe 
Qualifications was likewiſe added that 
of Eloquence, being fo great a Maſter 
of it, that he expreſs'd himſelf on all 

Occaſions 


* The Name given the Jacobites in thoſe Days. 
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« Occaſion and Subjeas, with fo much 


Life and Rhetorick, and that likewiſe 
ſo pointedly and copiouſly, that there 
was none in Parliament capable to take 
up the Cudgels with him. Had a Judg- 
ment-of his Inſide been taken from his 


- Outſide, he might - well- enough have 


« paſs'd for that of bi he was the leait. 
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Theſe Endowinents much improved by 
long Experience and Application in Bu- 


 finels, may juſtly entitle him to be 


rank'd among : the greateſt, though at 
the ſame 'Time amongſt the worſt Men 
of the Age; and what may be ſaid of 
him may ſerve for a CharaQter of his 
two Brothers, Sir Hugh and Sir Da- 
vid, yea of the whole Name : Only with 
this Difference, that tho' they were all 
equally willing, yet they were not 
equally capable of doing ſo much Miſ- 


© chief as his none bf F 


I ſhall add hs way of Contraſt to this 


ſtrange CharaQer the Comment of a Whig 
Author, who in ſpeaking of the ſeveral 
Characters drawn by the Author of the 
Memoirs of Scotland, takes Notice of the 


Account 


cc 


oo RoW] 
Account he gives of the Earl of Stair in 
theſe Words. 


« The Probity of theſe Memoirs is 


further illuſtrated in the Attack upon the 


« Character of the UnblemNh'd Earl of 
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Stair inacceſſible one wou'd think 
even {to Envy itſelf. What Quarter 
muſt Perſons expett in the lower Orbs 
of Life, from the Rage of a Faction, 
when ſuch ſublime Virtues are ſo profanely 
:nſulted? One who commanded Aſlem- 
blies by a Maſculine unforced Elo- 
quence, and gave ConviCttion to the 
molt prejudic'd Minds. His early and 


© ardent Zeal for the Revolution, and 


inceſſant Toil for eſtabliſhing it on a 
laſting Baſis, are Services never to be 
forgiven by one Set of Men, nor for- 


gottea by another. 


« But the Plan he laid for conſolidating 
the two Kingdoms, and thereby giving 


a Sanction to the Title of the Illuftrious 
Houſe of Hanover to theſe Realms, will 


always put the Blood of a FaQtion into 
the higheſt Ferment, and gnaſh their 
Tecth, tho' they are grinded down by 


7s happy Conſiicution, we fee to what 


miſerable 


(17) 
<« miſerable Shifts they are reduced, when, 
< in Oppoſition to the Brightneſs of his 
 « Merit, they are forced to glance at the 
« Freſhneſs of this Man's Family, whilſt 
&« they muſt be content to enjoy the ſolt- 
* tary Title convey'd to them by a for- 

<*« tuitous Generation, unaccompanied 
\«« with thoſe Honours which flow from an 
«© exemplary Deſert and ſuperior Genius ; 
«© but what will entail their Malice upon 
_ * thisNoble Family is to ſee the Hereditary 
« Virtue of the Father ſhine out fo con- 
« ſpicuouſly in all the Actions of an ac- 
« compliſh'd Son.” 

The Reader will eafily ſee the Diffe- 
rence between a ſtudied Panegyrick (as 
this laſt ſeems to be) and a CharaQter ſup- 
ported by Facts, which this Flatterer has 
not ſo much as attempted to palliate or 
controvert: Let us leave then this great 
wicked Man who killed his own Brother, 
betray'd (by his own Confeſſion) a kind 
Maſter, and fold his Country, and come to 
the Character of his Son John, the late 
and laſt Earl of Sfazr. 
 Fobn, the ſecond Earl of Stair, inherited 
his Father's Honours and Eſtate, which 
did not laſt one Generation ; was poſſe(s'd 
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CAS 3 
of every honeſt Qualification his Father 
enjoy'd as a Stateſman, without the 
ſmalicit TinQure of thoſe baſe Vices 
which tullicd that great Man's Character : 


He was the Reverſe of his Father as to his 


Morals, but his Superior in every other 
Qualification, ſince, to the enumerated Ta- 
lents of the firſt Earl, the ſecond added 
that of a brave and experienced Com- 
mander. 

Fobn, the laſt Earl of Stair, was born 
in the Year 1670; his Mother was Daugh- 
ter and ſole Heireſs of Sir John Dundaſs 
of Newleijton. His Lordſhip, even when a 


Child, diſcovered a natural Genius for 


Arms, and a Greatneſs of Soul which ac- 
companied all his Actions during the whole 
Courſe of his Life: He was educated at 
the Univerſity of Edinburgh, where he 
made a large and early Progrefs in all 
Branches of Literature, but it was eaſy 
to foreſee that Books were not his ſole De- 
light; he had a Vivacity of Genius that 
was not to be confined by the dull Rules 
of a College; he wanted to itudy Men 
and Things, but particularly the Military 
Art ; yet his Judgment laid ſo much Re- 
ftraint upon the Fire of his Diſpoſition, 

that 


(19) 
that he gave Application to his Studies, 
till he had acquired all theſe Endowments, 
which rendered him one of the moſt ac- 
compliſh'd Noblemen of the Age. 


The Father, who was no bad Judge of 


Men,and ſoon diſcover'd that, tho? his Son's 
Genius was equal to the Office of a State(- 
man, yet its natural Bent was tura'd to 
the Camp, reſolved to encourage it, as 
he knew he had Intereſt enough at Court 
to give his Son a favourable Introduction 
into the Military World; he was the 
eaſier induced to permit his Son to follow 
his Inclination for the Army, as he found 
in him an Openneſs and Honeſty of Diſ- 
poſition, a noble generous Frankneſs of 
Temper that ſcorn'd the little mean Arts 
_ of Diſſimulatioa and Cunning, which are 
{o neceſſary to make the greateſt Talents 
uſeful in a Political Sphere. Ir was a com- 
mon Saying of his, © 'That his Son John 
«< had too much blunt Honeſty to be a 
«« Courticr, and that he would never 
*« make his Fortune by flattering the 
«« Folly or adminiltring to the Vices of 
<« the Great.”. Therefore he choſe the 
Camp as his proper Sphere, where Diſſi- 


Ds: _ __ mulation | 
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mulation was not neceſſary, and plain 
honeſt Truth was not dangerous. 

His Lordſhip ſerved ſome Time as an 
Exempt in the Scotch Guards, and in the 
Year 1701-2 was advanced to the Com- 
mand of a Regiment of Foot, which he 
afterwards quitted for a Lieutenant-Co- 


lonel's Commiſhon from her Majeſty 


Queen Arne, in the Royal Regiment of 


Foot Guards. 


But a Commiſſion in his Pocket, a 'Þ 
Feather 1n his Cap, was not all of the Mj- 
litary the young Lord wanted ; he coveted 
to be inſtructed in the Art of War, and to 
taſte the Dangers of a real Campaign. 
The Gain and Glory acquired by the im- 
mortal Mar/borough fired his Breaſt, and 
he would not reſt till he went to learn un- 
der that great Maſter the Secret of Milt- 


tary Greatneſs. 


He went over to Flanders as a Volun- 
teer, and expoſed his Perſon to all Dan- 
gers without Reſerve ; was preſent at the 


moſt conſiderable Actions during Queen 
| Anne's Wars, and always behaved with 


calm Courage and rational Intrepidity. 
As a Volunteer he was at the taking of 


Yenlo and Liege, and at the Cannonade 
of 


(21) 
of Peer, where he was taken particular 
Notice of by the Duke of Marlborough, 
not ſo much on Account of his Quality, as 
for that Sympathy of Soul which always 
_ diſcovers itſelf among the truly Great. 
He was firſt made Ard de Camp to the 
Duke, and afterwards preferr'd to the 
Command of the Royal Scotch Greys, 
which Regiment was then on Duty in 
Flanders, At the Battle of Ramillies he 
commanded a Brigade of Foot, and on 


the firſt of Fune 1706 was made a Briga- 


dier, 1n which Station he commanded at _ 
the Battle of Oudenard, where his preſent 
Majeſty was preſent as EleCtoral Prince of 
Hanover. This Lord brought the News 
of the Victory to England, and was on 
that Account and his Perſonal Merit, to 
which the Duke of Marlborough had done 
Juſtice in his 'Letters, moſt graciouſly 
received by her Majeſty Queen Arne. 

His Lordſhip did not return to the 
Campaign, but ſet out for Scotland, 
where the Aﬀair of the Union ingroſs'd 
all Mens Attentions. He was appointed 
one of the Commiſſioners to the Treaty, 
where he acted like the other Scotch Stateſ- 
men, that is, did as he was directed ; tho? 
I am 
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Iam ready to do his Lordſhip this Juſtice, 


( 22 ) 


that I believe he 1mplicitely obeyed his 


Father, and never received any of the dirty 
Perquilites that ſo much fully'd the Merit 


of that valuable Meaſure. 

In January 1707 his Father died, little 
lamented : The Manner of his Death and 
the clamorous State of the Country de- 
terr'd the young Earl from coveting to 
ſucceed him in any of his State Employ- 
ments, eſpecially as the State itſelf was to 
have ſo ſhort a Date ; therefore having ſe- 


cured an Intereſt in being choſen one of 


the Sixteen Peers for the firſt Bri7i/þ Par- 
liament, he ſet out for his Command in 
Flanders. 6 Ws 

In Fanuary 1708-9 he was promoted to 
the Rank of a Major-General, and in that 
Quality commanded at the Battle of Faner 
near Mons. The next Year he was promo- 
ted to the Degree of a Lieutenant-General, 
and aſſiſted at the Siege of Doway, where 
the Duke of Marlborough, as her Majeſty's 
Commiſſioner, inveſted him with the Or- 
der of the Thiſtle; he received the Enſign 
of the Order upon his Knees, ſupported by 
the Earls of Orkney and Orrery, rwo 
Knights Brethren of the Order, in the 
Preſence 
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Preſence of all the Officers of Diſtinftion 
in the Ally'd Army. 

This Inveftiture of the Thiſtle was 
given at this Time only to give him an 
Air of greater Importance at the Court of 
Poland, where he was commiſſhon'd to go 
as her Majeſty's Ambaſſador, where he 
firſt diſcover'd that negotiating Talent 
which made him afterwards the Admira- 
tion of all Europe. 

He returned from Poland ſome Time 
before the Queen died; and, upon the late 
King's Acceſſion, was made one of the 
Lords of the Bed-Chamber, and ſworn of 
his Majeſty's Privy - Council ; and the 
ſame Year ſucceeded to the Duke of Argyle 
in the chief Command of the Forces in Scot- 
land. "The Year following he was made 
Colonel of Dragoons, and on the 12th 
of September 1715 he was appointed his 
Majeſty's Ambaſlador to the Court of 
France, a Scene where he diſplay'd the 
conſummate Politician, the generous Pa- 
triot, and the firmeſt Loyalty ; he was 
true to his King, uſeful and an Honour to 
his Country, but falſe to himſelf and Fa- 
mily, fince on that Ambaſſy he ſpent not 
only his Publick Appointments, and the 


yearly 
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yearly Income of his Eſtate and Places, 


but incumber'd his whole Patrimony, in- 
ſomuch that, when he died, he was not 
worth above Two Hundred a Year free 
Eſtate, and that ſaved out of his Appoint- 
ments ſince the Year I743- 

The Time of his going to France was 


 fingularly critical. The Rebellion in 


Scotland was jult appearing, and the Re- 
bels there expected the greateſt Part of 


their Succour from that Kingdom. The 


Regent kad undertaken to ſet the Cheva- 


valier upon the Throne, in ExpeCtation 


that upon the Succeſs of that Attempt 
the Kingdom of Ireland was to have been 
made a Settlement for his Family : : This 
was his Bait to engage in that Afﬀair 
and that the Dependance the Jaco- 
bite Party had upon him : But upon the 
Earl of Sair's Appearance at that Court 


who made the moſt ſplendid Publick 


Entry into Paris that ever was known, 
his Meaſures were watchl'd ſo cloſe by 
that vigilant Miniſter, that all the 
Schemes of the Party were diſconcerted, 
and half the Succours, which they endea- 
vour'd by Stealth to furniſh themſelves 
with from France, were intercepted by 


Means of the early Intelligence the Earl 
of 
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of. Stnir gave Of their Motions ; ſo that in 
a great Meaſure the Defeat of the Rebel- 
lion in thei Year i715, was owing'to the 
watchful Condutt of this great Man: He 
not only had Intelligence of what the Re- 
gent was rranſaQtiog for the Party.in pri- 
vate, and obliged him by repeated Memo- 
rials to -defifſt giving them any Afliſtance 
but, by. his Spies about the late King 
Fames's Queen, he made himfelt acquainted 
with all the Secrets of the Rebellion, their 
Deſigns and Morives, and a Lift of the 
Names of {uch Perlons in Ermg/and as gave 
them Encouragement to enter that Part of 
"the Iſland ; and by this Means. enabled the 
Government to make early Proviſion a= 
_ gaialſt their Intrigues, and to ſecure many 
Perſons whole Liberty at that Time might 
have been dangerous to the Country, as 
well as deſtructive to their own Families. 

When, by his early Intelligence to the 
Miniſtry, he had broke the Meaſures of 
the Rebellion, and the Fugitives expected a 
tafe Aſlylium at the Court of France, 
they found themſelves diſappointed, and 
che Intereſt of the Bri#zþ Miniſter fo 
great, that the Pretender was not per- 
mitted, on his Return from his miſerable 


E Ex- 
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Expedition, to remain in France ; but was 
obliged to travel through :ncognz7o, being 
frequently in Danger of being diſcovered 
by ſome whom this Lord ſent to watch 
him. Some of the Jacobite Party think 
the Earl of Stair carried his Vigilance on 
this Head beyond the ſtrit Bounds of Ho- 
nour, and that he had ſeveral Times Way- 
laid the Chevalier, in order to aſſaſſinate 
him; but, as far as I can judge of his 
CharaQer, he was uncapable of ſuch a 
Deſign ; and the Story of a defign'd Aſſal- 
ſination muſt have been ſuggeſted only by 
the Fears of that unhappy Prince and his 
Attendants, in their Flight out of the 
French Territories. Its certain ſome Eng- 
kiſþ followed him moſt of the Way, by 


the EarPs Appointment ; but that might 


only be to watch that no Intercourſe was 


| kept privately betwixt him and the Re- 
gent: In all other Reſpe&ts the Earl be- 


haved with a Politeneſs that was natural 
to him to all the Fugitives of Note he 
met with in France; and in paiticular he 
treated the Queen-Mother, as King James's 
Queen was there called, with a Deference 


that beſpoke nothing of perſonal Malice, 
or a Mind capable of fo baſe an Adtion 


as 


(np) 
as that of aflaſſinating her Son, If at any 
' Time her Coach met him in the Street, 

' he ſtopt to give her Way, and alighted_ 
from his Coach till ſhe paſſed ; and one of 
his Retinue, a young Gentleman of more 
Zeal than Prudence, having taken the Li- 
berty 1a French Company to treat her 
Majeſty's Name and the Exiled Family 
with ſome ſcurrilous Epithets, upon Com- 
 Plaint to the Earl by ſome of the Com- 
pany he caſhier'd the young Gentleman 
' out of his Service, and had a Commiſſhon 
/ Which he had 1jn the Army taken from 
him. He faid upon that Occaſion, ſhe 
was once Queen of England, and the Fa- 
mily then ſpoken of had once the Honour 
to ſway the Bri7ifh Scepter, and for that 
Reaſon had a Right to be ſpoke of at leaſt 
with Decency by every Subje&, eſpeci- 
ally in a Country where the Queen was 
ſo nearly allied to the Royal Blood. This 
"Treatment beſpeaks {o much of the po- 
lite Gentleman, and is fo unlike the Spirit 
of an Abettor of an Aſſaſſination, that I 
believe the Publick will acquit me of Par- 
tiality for denying this Jacobite Calumny. 
He was not only ſucceſsful in difcover- 
ing the Jacobite Intrigues at the Court of 
E 2 France, 
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France, but prevented a great many 
Enghſh Workmen from ſettling in that 
Country, who had been deluded over to 
ſettle Woolien ManufaQtures / upon! ithe 
Schemes of the great Monſieur Colbert ; 
he had his Intelligence in/all Parts of the 
Kingdom, where theſe -Projefts were in 
Agitation ; and by his'Agents found Means 


| | to perſuade the Workmea to.return home, 
F F and furniſh'd them with Money out of 'his 
*® own Pocket for their Charges: By which 
| Means, during his Reſidence in | France, 
| the Woollen Manufa&ure did not increaſe 


in Proportiori to' their ExpeCation ; but* 
ſince his Time, and the little Concern ſuc-" 
ceeding Miniſters have taken upon” that: 
important Head, they are enabled to vie 
with us in our own Staple Commodity,” 
and even to underfſell us at moſt Markets 
in Europe. 
"* But the Earl not aa bated our Rebel-' | 
| / lion begun in Scotland, but diſappointed the 
| | Proje&t of another, which ' would have 
been more formidable than the former. * It 
was a Deſign that was formed by Charles 
| the Twelfth and the Czar of Muſcovy, to 
't ſet the Crown upon the Pretender's Head, 
i in Revenge of the late King's purchaſing 
Þ$ Bremen 


DL, 

Bremen and Verden, when Charles was 1n 
Diſtreſs. The Proje&t was: conducted by 
Count Gillenburgh, Miniſter from Sweden, 

and one Mr. Rrfbine, Phyſician and Fa- 
vourite to the Czar; and -was upon the 
Point of being executed, Part of Fifty" 
Thouſand Pounds, ſtipulated . ro be ad- 
vanced by the Engliſh Jacobites to the 
King of Sweden, to defray the Charge of 
this Expedition, being actually paid into 
the Count's Hands upon his. Maſter's Or- 
ders:: But the Earl of Stair, by Means of 
one of his Ladies, whom he knew how to 
unlock, came at the Secret, and acquainted, 
the late King with it ; upon: which the 
Count's Papers were ſeized, and the whole. 
Proje& unravelled, and another laid that 
proved more ſucceſstul, in g1VIng a quiet- 
ing Doſe to that ambitious Monarch, who 
had grown the Dread of all his Neigh- 
bours, and which it is faid coſt juſt ſuch a 
Sum as that Charles was to have had for 

diſturbing the Peace of England. 

The Earl of Stair, to all his other Ta- 
lents;as a Miniſter, added a particular Me- 
thod, of prying into the Secrets of the 
Court where he reſided, which, in Effect, 
5 'the hief Buſineſs of an Ambaſlador, 

they 


if 
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they being nothing elſe than tolerated 
Spies. All the common Method of Sift- 


Ing, Sounding, aid Bribing, he put in 


Practice, and tucceeded even in that beaten 
Road betrer than any of his Predeceſſors ; 
but found theſe Methods did not ſuffici- 
ently anſwer his Ends in fo critical a Con- 
juncture, when nothing but Caballing and 
Secret Intrigues employ'd the Attention 
of all Europe, and the Court of France 
more than any other 
'Then the Ladies, as well as Men, were 
employ*d, or affefted to be employ'd, in 
the moſt intricate Aﬀaris of State. The 
Male Miniſtry were too much upon their 
Guard, and too fully prepofſeffed of the 
Earl's Penetration, to let any of their 
Councils perſpire ; but the Female Politi- 
cians, however wiſe 1n their own Conceit 
were more open to an Attack from a Man 
of my Lord Starr's Addreſs. There 1s no 
Court on Earth where there is more Gal- 
lantry, and leſs of groſs Intrigue, than at 
the Court of Yer/atilles : An Air of Gallan- 
cry and Reſpe@t for the Ladies poſſeſſes 
every grave Stateſmen, and mixes it- 
ſelf with their moſt ſerious Concern ; fo 


that to an unexperienced Englihmen the 


whole 
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whole Court would ſeem little better than 
a well regulated Brothel ; but the Caſe is 
widely different, for the gallant Commerce 
that paſſes between the Nobiliry and 
Ladies, which appear to Strangers as the 
_ Effet of Intrigue and particular Actach- 
ment, 1s no more than Compliments, 
which the Ladies accept of as due to their 
Sex. But are never carried any Lengths 
contrary to Virtue or good Breeding. 
Therefore however, the Karl at that 
Period of Life might be inclin'd to in- 
dulge any particular Intrigue, either for 
Private or Political Views, he was too 

much acquainted with rhe Peovle to ex- 
| pett he could find a Way to their Secrets 


| by the help of the bliad God; if he 


really engaged in any Thing of that Na- 
ture, it was managed with ſuch Secreſy 
and Decorum as never to come to Light; 
yet his Excellency plaid the Gallant as 
much as any French Man, and made Pub- 
lick Court to the Ladies according to the 
Mode of the Country, and was receiv'd 
by all the Beau Monde with particular 
Marks of Eſteem, ſuch as would have 
made a Novice to the gay Humour of 
that Nation believe half the Court was 
| over 
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over Head and Ears la Love with 
1m. 
He eanted al Publick Aſſemblies of 
the Nobility, and made one in all Parties 
of Pleaſure, to that tho* he negotiared as 
much Bulineſs as any Miniſter in Europe, 
yet to outward Appearance he ſeemed to 
Mind nothing but Pleaſure, and appeared 
rather like a Nobleman upon the "Tour of 
18 Europe than a Miaiiter of State ; but the 
Earl had his Defiga 1n all this, it was nar 
to gratify his Taſte tor Pleaiure, and the 
Amuſement of High Lite; ia theſe gay 
Diverſions he had more lerious Conſidera- 
'W tions. He knew the French Ladics were 
' potlets'd of Secrets he wanted to know, 
and that it he could not inſnare them in 

_ Cupid's Toil, yet they had another pre- 
vailing Foible, that expoſed them as much 
to be practis'd on by thole who had De- 
ſigns upon them; this was their Love of 
Play, with this View he threw away his 
Fortune profuſely, and coveted to loſe his 
Money to the Female Miniltry. 

The French Ladies like all Female 
Gameſters, look'd upon the Engh/h Am- 
baſſador as a Cully, and endeavour'd to 
vye with one another in Complaiſance to 

him, 
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him, 1n order to have his Company at 
their ſet Parties for Play, ſince they knew 
his coming was certain to bring them 
their beloved Gain: Thus they fell into 
his Snare, and he could pump them at 
Pleaſure. 

At one of theſe Parties he got the firſt 
Hint of the King of Sweden's Deſign up- 
on Britain, but not ſufficient to trace the 
Deſiga to the Bottom, but he Underſtand- 
ing there was a Correſpondence carrying 
on betweei: Baron Gorts by the Means of 
Count Gz/lenberg with the Enghſh Jaco- 
bites, and that rhe Counteſs of 
was 1n the Secret. 

That Lady like the reſt of the Court, 
had the Itch of Play upon her, but was 
not ſo Communicative as others were, 
his Lordſhip try'd to loſe his Money 
with her, and trifled away ſome Thou- 
ſands, but ſtill the Lady was Imvenetra+ 
ble upon every Political Subje&, tho? ſhe 
treated the Ambaſſador with as much 

 Complaiſance as poſſible, and: even with 
 fome more than ordinary Marks of 
_ Eſteem, which ſhe certainly affected only 
to prevail on, him to continue to loſe his 
Money with her. His Lordſhip finding 
F her 
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her inacceſſible upon a winning Hand, 
was reſolved to try if her Temper was 
Proof againſt Loſs. He contrived it fo. 
that he was her Partner at a Part- 
ty at Wisk for very large Sums, and of 


Courſe loſt his Money. His Female Poli- 


tician loſt with him all her ready Money, 
and defired him to advance till ſhe went 
Home, ora turn of Luck ſhould happen; 
this was the very Point he aim'd at. He 
now purſued ill Luck with the ſame 
eagerneſs as a wiſe Player does a whin- 
ning Chance : Whether the Run of ill 
Luck was purely accidental, or that his 
Lordibip by a negligent Manner of Play 
contributed to it, I ſhall not determine, 


- but they remain'd at Play till both the 


Ambaſſador and his Partner were (tripped, 
and the Lady indebted ſome Thouſand 
Piſtols to the Earl for her Share. The 
Play broke up, and the Lady went Home 
highly ſhagreen'd at ſo unfortunate a 


Night. The Heat of Play as it common-_ 


ly does, hindered her from reflecting up- 


on the Conſequence of loſing ſo much 


Money, a Sum which her Husband, tho' 
rich enough would have parted with Lite 
rather than diſcharge. Her Agony, when 

ſhe 
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ſhe came to her Chamber, and had Time 
to refle& on the ſeveral Circumſtances 
was inexprefſible. A Thouſand "Times 
ſhe curſed the Ambaſſador's ill Luck, and. 
blaſphemed all the Saints in the Calander 
for permitting her to fall into ſuch a Mis- 
fortune. The Earl muſt be reimburicd, 
her Privy Purſe was empty, the Sum be- 
yond her Credit: and the Miſer her Hul- 
band muſt not know it: What then muſt 
be done tin ſo cruel an Emergency * Bit 
there is nothing too hard for Woman's 
Wit, the Devil always helps them out at 
a Plunge, eſpecially if it 1s to fink them 
deeper in his Deſign. She recollected that 
his Excellency had been Pumping of her 
for ſeveral Days, and concluded that the 
Diſcovery of a {mall Secret to the Engl/h 
Miniſter, might oblige him to delay ſome 
Time,if not altogether toremit the honou- 
rable Debt. The Thought calm'd her Bo- 
fom and permitted her to go to reſt for that 


Night. The Earl of Stairs was too much 


of a Gentleman to appeared at the 
Lady's Levee next Morning, for fear of 
| being ſuſpetted as a Dun, but he was 
eas'd of his Scruples by a Meſſage from 
| the Counteſs: This ſtartled him a little 
for all his Hopes depended on her not be- 
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(36) 
ing able to diſcharge the Debt, and he 
{uſpetted ſhe would not have ſent for him 
if ſhe was not ; but his Fears ſoon vaniſh- 
ed; when he was introduced to the Lady 
in her Bed-Chamber, the Attendants 


were immediately diſmiſſed, the Door 


ſhut, and the Earl ſeated himſelf on the 
Bed-ſ{ide, where lay the BJuſhing panting 


Fair, her delicate Hand and Arms all ex- 


poſed, and her ſnowy Neck and Boſom 
naked te the Eye. Here I muſt check my 
Reader's Imagination, who I doubt not 
by this Time, has Cuckoled the Count 
in Imagination, and fancies the Scene laid, 
for ſuch an Interlude, and aſſure him that 
nothing paſs'd (for ought I know) at this 


Interview, but what might have been 


acted in a Church. The Lady only after 
the common Compliment, acquainted the 
Earl, that ſhe was ſorry ſhe could not 
diſcharge the Piſtoles he had advanced for 
her for ſome Days, but that ſhe would 
pay him in a lirtle Time, and would 
own herſelf infinitely obliged to his Ex- 
cellency, if he would not mention any 
thing of the Debt to the Connt her Huſ- 


| band: The Earl who propoſed to puſh 
Matters no further at the firſt Interview, 


reply'd 


C377 
reply'd with abundance of Politeneſs, ; 
that he was glad he had it in his Power 
to do her the ſmalleſt Kindneſs, that for 
the Aﬀair of the Piſtoles they were ſuch 
a Trifle, he gave himſelf no Time to 
think of them, and hoped her Lafy- 
ſhip would never think of them more, 
and to reſt herſelf ſatisfied, that he had 
too much defference tor her Commands, 
and too Juſt an Opinion of the Count ever 
to mention ſuch an Afﬀair in his hearing 
With this the Earl attempted to with- 
draw, but the Counteſs detain'd him 
ſome Time, and of herſelf changed the 
Subject to Politicks, and of Courſe made 
mention of Charles King of Sweden, after 
giving a large Character of thar young 
Monarch, and the many mad Enterprizes 
he was engaged in, ſhe added, my Lord 
Ambaſſador, your Court had better 
Court the Friend{hip of the King of 
Seder, for to my certain Knowledge, he 
Mediates revenge againſt his Britannick 
Majeſty for the Afair of the Dutchy of 
Bremen and Verden: Your Excelleacy | 
knows the Attachment I have, and natu- 
rally ought to have to the Houſe of 
Stuart, and how reaſonable it is tor me 


to 


(.39.) 
to wiſh them re-eſtabliſh'd on the Throne 
of Britain, and therefore that I ſhould 
conceal from you ſuch Meaſures as are 
now in Agitation to affeCt their Reſtora- 
tion ; but you have gaurd ſo much on 
my Eſteem by your Perſonal Merit, that 


what I ſhould refuſe to the Br:iti/h Am- 


baſſador, T cannot deny the Count de 
Stairs, and am glad that I have it in my 
Power to do you a Curteſy, by diſcover 
ing toyoua Negotiation now on the Topic, 
which if not prevented, may very much 
diſturb the Peace of Eng/and: But the 


Converſation will be now too long, as I 


expect ſome Company at this Hour, 
therefore, if your Lordſhip has any Cu- 
riolity you'll let me fee you in the Even- 
ing, when I ſhall be alone: The Afﬀair 
was of too much Conſequence to be 
neglected : The Earl return'd for that 
Time the Counteſs's Civilities, and wait- 
Eq on her in the Evening, when he was 
let into the whole Plot, of which he im- 
mediately acquainted his late Majeſty, 
and fo put a ſtop to that dangerous Con- 

ſpiracy. 
This is but one Inſtance among many, 
where this Lord facrificed his Fortune for 
the 


0) 
the better Diſcharge of the Duties of his 
Place, and to ſerve his Country effec- 
tually; but as there is bur little Variety in 
ſuch Adventures, I do not chuſe to trou- 
ble the Reader with more Particulars, let 
it ſuffice, that in procuring Intelligence, 
and defeating the Projects form'd by the 
Partizans of the Pretender and other 
Enemies of the Houſe of Hanover, that 
he ſpent his Fortune, and run himſelf 
conſiderably in Debt. 

When he return'd from his Embaſſy, 
and to the Convittion of all Mankind, 
merited as much as- a Court could 
give him, if a faithful and diligent 
Diſcharge ofhis Duty in the moſt tickliſh 

{ Situation: It ſaving the Nation by his 
Vigilance from the Effets of a Rebellion 
already broken out, and preventing ano- 
ther, which muſt have effeQtually over- 
turn d the Conſtitution, if ſpending the 
Appointments of his Place to ſupport the 
Dignity of the Crown, and beggering a 
fair Patrimonial Eſtate, in Support of the 

Succeſſion merited any Thing, ſure the 

Earl of Stazr had a Claim to ſome of the 

Favours and Sunſhine of a Court; but 


he was an Inſtance of the inſtability of 
human 
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| C291 
human Grandeur, for in a little Time 
after his Return from France, he was 
ſtripp'd of all his Places, and left to 


| ſtruggle with the greatelt Difficulties ; 


how ſhocking muſt it be ro every honeſt 
Mind to ſee that Man who was, at the 
Court of France, the Envoy of all Europe, 
courted and entertain'd by the greateſt 
Crown'd Heads to ſee him T ſay, when he 
arrives 1a his own Country, expoſed to the 
Contempt of a baſe Miniſtry withour 
'Truit, Place, Penlion, or ſo much Eftate as 
was ſufficient tomaintainone othis Grooms. 

The Earl's Diſgrace afforded Matter 
of Surprize to the whole Nation, and 
the more 1o, as the Cauſe was kept a pro- 
found Secret : All that can be gueſs'd re- 
lating to it, is, that his Diſgrace was in 


ſome Meaſure owing to a Promiſe or Let- 
| ter ſaid to be Writ by the late King, pro- 


miſing a Surrender of the Fortreſs of 
Gibraltar, a Meaſure which the Earl of 
Stair diſapproved of, and refuſed, as it is 
faid, to take the blame upon himſelf when 
that Aﬀair came to be canvaſs'd in Parlia- 
ment : This is the only Conjecture I can 


make in Relation to the Caule of his 


Diſgrace ; 


($1) 
without pretending to afſert any Thing 
politive in the Matter. 

From that Time till the Year 1743, he 
continued out of all Place; but that 
Year the Neceſſity there was for an expe- 
rienced General, brought him into Play. 
He commanded under his Majeſty at the 
Famous Skirmiſh at Dettingen, and be- 
haved in ſuch Manner as did Honour to 
his Country : This was the laſt Campaign 
that great Man ſerved ' in for another 
General was ſent over to Flanders and 
Stair remained unattive at Home, for 
what Reaſon our Politicians only can 
anſwer. Tho? it 1s probable, that the 
old General could not fo caſily be brought 
to approve of ſome certain Meaſures, and 
that his Preſence might be a troubleſome 
Check upon the dark Proceedings which 
has followed ſince that Time, eſpe- 
cially the Execution of the infamous 
Treaty of Worms, which I think, we 
may now ſay without Offence, and from 
fatal Experience, prolong'd an unſucceſsful 
and expenſive War,and laid the Founda- 
tion of an inglorious Peace. During 
the Rebellion he only aſſiſted with his 
Council, but refuſed to a& as General, 

G knowing 
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| knowing that if any Miſcarriage ſhould 
happen, he might by che Malicious have 
been charged with favouring his Country- 
men, tho' in his Heart he was far from 
any Partiality of that Kind, and FT be- 
. ieve as free from giving any Conitaibanch 
to ſanguine Meaſures: He had nothing of 
* Cruelty in . his Temper, and always 


_-eftcen'd that Diſpoſition as a Mark of 


' Cowardice whenever he met ir: He knew 
the Temper of the People of Scotland | 
too: well, and not out of. Regard to 
them, but out of true Zeal for his Ma- 
jeſty” s Service, he wiſh'd that Mercy and 
Puniſhment might be duly mixed, and 
that no Meaſures might be purſu'd that 
look'd like Revenge . or an Extenſion of 
meer Power: It was. with this View it's 
ſaid, he wrote ſome Time before he died 
to the 'Duke of N-—/e, complaining in 
warm Terms of the Bill then depending 
in relation to the Scotch JuriſdiQtions, and 
aſſuring that Nobleman, that to his Know- 
ledge, the Exertion ef ſuch an AC of 
Power would alienate the AﬀeCtions of 
thole who were the Kings beſt Friends ; 
fince they ſaw they were to ſuffer, not 
becauſe they were Criminal, but becauſe 
they 
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they were: Scotchmen, and as ſuch, unwor- 


thy of the Common Privileges of Sub-. 
jects. 


He faid on that Occaſion, that tho? bs 
was ſenſible the Execution of the criminal 


Part of thoſe hereditary Juriſdictions, want- 
_ ed to be put under ſome Regulations for 


the Eaſe and Freedom of the Lower Claſs 
of People in the remote Corners of Sco7- 
land ; yet he could never think it could be 


for the general Intereſt of that Part of 


the united Kingdom, to deſtroy , the 


private Right of the whole Body ' of the 


People; eſpecially ſince an. Atrempt of 
that kind, was one of the greateſt Crimes 


alledg'd for the Baniſhment and Attainder 
of King Fames the Second ; that a Right. to 


continue them untouch'd was inſerted. in 
the Claim of Right preſented to the Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange, and by them 
with the Reſt ſworn to be preſery'd on 
their Acceſſion ; that it would feem {trange 
that a Grievance which: laid the Founda- 
tion of the Revolution itſelf, ſhould now 
be laid upon that Kingdom by that very 
Family, whom the Nation elected purely 
to ſcreen them from the Fears and Dan- 
gers of ſuch an Attack. He added fur- 
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ther, that to propoſe an Equivilent fo the 
Proprietors of Jurifdi&ions was an Abſur- 
dity, fince their Juriſdictions and Priviteges 


belong 'dto the SubjeQts of the ſeveral Juril- 
iftions as well as to them, fince everySub« 
ject was a'Gatner'to- have their Difputes 
ended in their own Country, and would be 
2 confiderable Sufferer, if for every petty 
Difference they were obligd to-carrytheir 
Afton to theMetropolis,or watt the Return 
_ of the King's Judges; that it was altering 
' the whole Conſtitution of Scorland ; and 
would in a few Years beget a total Alte- 
ration of the whole. Body of their Laws. 


But above all, he inſiſted, that taking the 


Turiſditions out. of the. Hands of the 
People, and placing them in the Crown, 
was giving a Blow to the whole Britiſh 
Conſtitution, which every honeſt Man 
ought to tremble at; ſince 1t gave to the 
Crown a Power under the Shadow of 
Law, which no Sovereign ever enjoy d 
before, or durſt with impunity attempt to 
attain; and might in Reigns, when this 
Nation for its Sins, ſhould chance to be 
viſited with weak or wicked Princes, . or 
corrupt Miniſtry, forge thoſe very O00 
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J' vis whole Nation, which this Mea- 
hare pretends to prevent. 
; NE This was the laſt Publick Meaſure he 
[ifpproved of; Thope he may nat ifirove a 
/ EPropher in that ReſpeR. He was but-few 
Days confined to his Bed; and died, ritthes 
Hof Age and a total Decay-of Nature, that 


y Nofany particular Malady, upon + of 
r BE May 1747; and wis buried on Saturday 
the 23d. His Corps was carried from 
: Weenſberry Houſe, in the Cannoigate in 


the Suburbs of Edinburgh to Kirkhſiown, 
where is the Burial Place of the. Ry. 


by 
t 


in the following Manner. 

el At Ten o'Clock a Sky-Rockee: was 

l thrown from the Cannongate Crots as a 
Signal to the Caſtke, where the Procefliofh 

" f began. 

p I. Six Battoons march'd two and two. 


tlemen Uſhers with his Lordſhip's Creft. 
3- Another Mourning Coach,with three 
Gentlemen Uſhers, attending a Friend of 
the Family, who carried his Lordſhip's 
Coronet on a Crimſon Velvet Cuſhion. 
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4. Six 


2, A Meurning Coach with Four Gen- 
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(46); 
4., Six Gentlemen-Uſhers -0n Foot with 
Battoons adorn'd at each End with gilded 


= Streamers. 


LE 'The Corps Se] a drefeg- Canopy 
drewn. by Six dreſsd, Horſes, inks his 
Lordſhip's Archievemeits-within' Wan Or. 
der of the Thiſtle. - L- is BY, - Lo C4 

. 6." The Chief Moutners in: + : Coach 
and Six, with his .Lordſhip's - Coat of 


Arms, Creſt and Coronet, within the 


Green Ribbon on the Door Panels... 
.' 7: Nine Mourning Coaches and Six. 
_ 8. His Lordſhip's Body Coach empty. 
9. The Nobility and Gentry's Coaches 
mn Order; during = whole Proceſſion 
Minute Guns were'fired from the Caſtle, 


and; the. "EE 1n- a. (Mquroing 
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